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Contradictory Dualities in the Poetry of Poets Who
Lived through Paganism and Islam

In order to get my doctoral certificate, | submitted this
dissertation to the College of Arts, Baghdad University.

Being common in their poetry, "the contradictory dualities in
the poetry of poets who lived through paganism and Islam” is a
very important subject; and that is why | studied it.

Since that poet lived through two different epochs, pre-
Islamic epoch and Islamic epoch; the dualism is obvious in his
poetry. After | collected the scientific material from certain books
and references, | rearranged this material into a preface and four
chapters.

In the preface, | tried to clarify the concept of contradiction
and the bilateral relations and their relation to human being. It was
the poet's means which he could use to express some intellectual,
civilizational and cultural breakdowns.

The first chapter deals with contradictory dualities in the
intellectual trends. This chapter includes three themes:

The first theme deals with the contradictory duality (life versus
death)

The second theme deals with the contradictory duality (old age
versus youth)

The third theme deals with the contradictory duality (discernment
versus foolishness)

| tackled some patterns for each duality, analyzed them, and
clarified intellectual contents. | focused on common contents, but
did not forget special contents and rare contents.

The second chapter deals with contradictory dualities in the
social trends. This chapter includes three themes:

The first theme, in which | studied the contradictory duality (hatred
versus love)

The second theme, in which | studied the contradictory duality
(pride versus subservience)



The third theme, in which | studied the contradictory duality
(obedience versus disobedience)

The third chapter deals with contradictory dualities in the
economical trends. This chapter includes three themes:
The first theme deals with the contradictory duality (generosity
Versus stinginess)
The second theme deals with the contradictory duality (poverty
versus affluence)
The third theme deals with the contradictory duality (strength
versus weakness)

The fourth chapter deals with contradictory dualities in the
moral trends. This chapter includes three themes:
The first theme deals with the contradictory duality (good versus
evil)
The second theme deals with the contradictory duality (honesty
versus lying)
The third theme deals with the contradictory duality (faithfulness
versus unfaithfulness)

| concluded my research with the most important findings
that | reached, including:

+ Contradictory dualities had an impact on all aspects of life,

and they had a significant impact on the intellectual aspect.

# Islam had changed the philosophy of the poet who lived
through paganism and Islam when it comes to the poet's view
of the duality of life and death. Islam did so via softening the
poets' emotional gushes vis-a-vis the death issue. Hence, this
duality had been converted into a new dimension which
stimulates the poets to express the duality in new meanings
and conceptions that the poet who lived through paganism
and Islam never knew before.

# The picture of the body as (strength versus weakness)
dominated the poet's vision in pre-Islamic epoch. Such vision
Is materialistic and does not involve the spiritual dimensions
that Islam brought afterwards. This vision is the product of



the nomadic life that based on the concept of strength and
superiority that requires physical strength.

+ The influence of Islam was pretty obvious on the duality of
honesty and lying in both the moral level and the artistic level.

The Researcher
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