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4 - Every Man's Concise Encyclopedia of Russia — 1961 .

5 — Wikipedia , The free Encyclopedia . Cited in : http : 1len .

Wikipedia . org ..

g 3 Bl st

1 — Soviet Skaya Is to riches Kaya en tsiklopedia , Mockva — 1962 .

aadah S\

cﬁjjjh)ﬁmuubjc)ﬁﬁ\dJY\whsabﬂ\cc_)éadﬁ.fu‘ﬁ\.ﬁa—\
_€V~~~ ‘3).4,\!\2\“\;“,_1\3‘%\2\_}5




5o sdia e ol ysiSada gkl ¢ VYA — VVTY il ¢ s mlla ¢ LKAl — Y
299 — iy dals ¢ (2 ol ) Al A

¢ VT8 VIYY ) Al e glald) ¢ ) de (s mllia ¢ (g saall — F
CY e ool dmals — QY UK ¢ B glita e o) IS A g Hhal

“aad el T ya8a\

VYl ¢ aall Alaa ¢ Ly ol g 4TSy SV ek ¢ e o padl — )
VAT — )

¢ Al £ o IOl Al ¢ g pead SV ks ¢ el i — Y
CIARY ey ¢ JgY) daaldl

s3all ¢ gaynl) Alaa ¢ Ay 3all SV o sl Bm s ¢ a2 daa) ¢ ilaas - T
CVAAY ¢ udanél ¢ YVY

¢ ) gall ddaa ¢ Aoy Balaliu al I o)y GUabid) dles ¢ dasa plla ¢ lall — €
VAV ¢l ¢l sl ¢ Y e

FPREL TRFITRCY

ui\\‘i'lcWOJM\ceJJAJJ}AZ\J;AcGl;ﬁJUJGYcAKS\QH“}AJA—\










Dbigilal Al a8y 1 Y
T A

. 18 gl A g Lyel ) . YA Y478 — dlare ¢ VY ¢ Aldall adla dase daa 5 AalBY) Alladl 481 e ¢ g pAl LA At Hdadldl
2 503 o 1T A A Bl xa cgs Al s BN



. .(:*‘)§§§3}§;====£!§§
Bglagy & pul

1960 — VUV Y ) e Al G gila gy Juildaa

|

gyl

|
| } !

29498 el ) RSV Gy
VIAY A cila VIAG ald 1VYe — YTAS

WYY LAV Yl I s

Vo v '
i ) Ui Eagl )
WEAVE L AYVAA axe) l IVIY AV

l

AN Guolay AN Gy
o] ¢ WWELLAVEY vy i
WWEY SV l
Ladanl) oy il
TZEIRIAY

l

Js=
VALY b g van

Jo¥) LS Jo¥I Y shs
VAYO VALY \AoO _VAYS

}

\Aoo gédﬁ-\f\oag_]ﬁ’dt sl

YAGE — VAYVA G ik

VANV B O — VAR Y g
‘B)Alﬁl\4Q&A*J\;\Qm\&;)ﬁ‘&gdﬂ\gﬁ‘)}Y\@‘)\ﬂ\d}m\c)ﬂgﬁ&ﬁ‘)ﬁ:JJ..AA\
Jany




ZE Y )
(7)==l

Samuel Collins on the Court of Aleksei Mikhailovich Page 1 of 3

Back to Documents in Russian History

Samuel Collins on the Court of Aleksei Mikhailovich (1670)

Samuel Collins (1619-1670) was an English physician invited in 1660 to serve as the
personal physician of the Russian Tsar Aleksei Mikhailovich. He spent nine years in
Moscow before his death. In 1671 a volume entitled "On the Present State of Russia" was
compiled by a publisher from a series of letters written by Collins to Robert Boyle, a well-
known English scientist.

x| Mexei I shall now givg you a further descriptioq of the Czar. He is a goodly
Mikhailovich.gif  person, about six foot high, well set, inclin'd to fat, of a clear
(5216 bytes) complexion, lightish hair, somewhat a low forehead, of a stern
countenance, severe in his chastisements, but very careful of his
Subjects love. Being urged by a Stranger to make it death for any man
to desert his Colours; he answer'd, it was a hard case to do that, for God
has not given courage to all men alike. He never appears to the people
but in magnificance, and on festivals with wonderful splendor of Jewels and Attendants. He
never went to any Subjects house but his Governours when he was thought past all
recovery. His Centinels and Guards placed round about his Court, stand like silent and
immoveable Statues. No noise is heard in his Pallace, no more than if uninhabited. None but
his Domesticks are suffer'd to approach the inward Court, except the Lords that are in
Office. He never dines publickly but on Festivals, and then his Nobility dine in his
presence. At Easter all the Nobility and Gentry, and Courtiers kiss the Emperours hand, and
receive Eggs. Every meal he sends dishes of meat to his Favourites from his own Table. His
stores of Corn, and dry'd flesh are very considerable, with these he pays his Strelsies or
Janzaries, giving them some cloth, but very little money: for they have all Trades, and great
Priviledges.

The Emperour with his Pottash, Wax and Honey, he buys Velvet, Sattin, Damask, cloth of
Gold and Broad-cloth, with which he gratifies his Officers for their service. He hath now
seven Versts off Mosco, built Work-houses for Hemp and Flax, in that good order, beauty
and capacity, that they will employ all the poor in his Kingdom with work. He hath allotted
many miles of wast Land for that design. The Czarirza is to govern the womens side for her
use and profit. Thus the Czar improves the Manufactures of his Countrey, feeds all the
Labourers as cheap as we do our Dogs. And lays up the money that comes out of the
Cabacks, Bath stoves, Tarr, Pitch, Hemp, Flax, Honey, Wax, Cariare, Sturgeon, Bellusa,
and other salted and dry'd fish from Astracan, Cazan, the Lake Belsira, and many other
Lakes and Rivers with which the Countrey abounds, especially Syberia in the latter. [....]

Every year towards the latter end of May the Czar goes three miles out of Moscow, to an
house of pleasure call'd Obrasausky : In English Transfiguration, being dedicated to the
Transfiguration in the Mount. And according to that, Master 'tis good for us to be here, let
us make three Tabernacles ; So the Emperour has most magnificent Tents, his own is made
of cloth of Gold, lined with Sables. His Czaritsa's with cloth of Silver, lined with Ermines.
The Princes according to their degree. His and Czaritsa's, with those of his eleven children
and five Sisters, stand in a circle with the Church-Tent in the middle, the most glorous show
in its kind that ever I saw. There are Rails and Guards set Musquet shot from them, beyond
which no man may pass without order: For the Czar will have none of the vulgar people to
be eye-witnesses of his pastimes. Indeed the too near approaches of the common Rabble
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How Russians Celebrated the Year
1700

Proclamation on the Introduction of a New Calendar,
December 20, 1699

The Great Sovereign ordered that it be said: It is known to the him, the Great
Sovereign, that not only in many European Christian countries, but also among
the Slavic peoples, who are in full accord with our Eastern Orthodox Church,
such as: the Wallachians, Moldavians, Serbs, Dalmations, Bulgarians, and
Cherkess, subjects of the Great Sovereign himself, and all the Greeks, from
whom our Orthodox faith was received, years are counted starting eight days
from the birth of Christ, that is from the first day of January, and not from the

creation of the world... And now the 1699 year from the birth of Christ has

come, and next January from the first of the month will begin the new 1700t
year along with the new century. And for this good and opportune occasion, the
Great Sovereign ordered that from now on years are to be counted in the
chancelleries and in all papers and documents are to be dated from the present
first of January from the birth of Christ as 1700. And as a sign of this
benevolent endeavor and the new centennial era in the capital city of Moscow,
after the requisite thanks to God and singing of prayers in Churches and in the
homes. .. decorations are to be put up along the large streets and thoroughfares
and along the gates of the greatest houses of lay and clerical servitors. [They]
should be made from the limbs and branches of pine, yule and juniper trees in
accordance with the models that are displayed at the trading court and the
pharmacy building or in whatever way seems most appropriate and decent;
Poor people should put up at least a bough or a branch on the gate or on their
houses. and it should be done on time, this coming January by the first day of
this year; and this decoration is to stay in place until the seventh day of 1700.
And on the first day in January, as a sign of merriment, in congratulating each
other on the New Year and centennial era, the follow should be performed:
when on the Great Red Square the fireworks are lighted and the salute begins,
the high court Boyars, and Okolnichyi, the important officials, the most
prominent people of the chancellery, military servitors and high ranking
merchants, each in his own court, should perform a triple salute from a small
cannon, for those who have them, or from several muskets or other small arms
and set off several rockets, as many as can be mustered. And in the large
streets, where there is space, from January 1 to 7 bonfires should be lit at night
from logs or brush or straw. Small families should assemble in groups of five
or six households and build their fires, for those who so desire, on platforms in
one two or three tar barrels, which they should fill it with straw or brush to
light. This is so that it will be within the power of the Burgmeister to [oversee]
these salutes and fires and also to have jurisdiction over these fires and salutes
and decorations.
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make discovery of Princes' infirmities, not to say vanities, Majesty is jealous of Gazers. This
made Montezume King of Mexico keep his Subjects at such a distance that they aurst not
behold him, familiarity breeds contempl, when Princes expose themselves too much unto
pulick view, they grow cheap, and are little regarded. Therefore in a Theatre, the State is
rail'd in, that the Spectators may not crowd upon the Scenes, which show best at a distance.
And so it fares with Princes, the more they are reserv'd the more they are observ'd, the
more implor'd the more ador'd; otherwise they run a great hazard of being condemn'd, and
reckon'd no better than their Subjects, seeing an equal mortality and frailty of flesh attends
all men. When the Czar goes into the Country or fields to take his pleasure he gives strict
charge that none should interrupt him with Petitions. A Captain of white Russia, and native
of that Countrey being three years without pay, and finding no reliefs from Peter Solticove
Lord of that Province, came and press'd too near the Czars coach; the Czar perceiving no
petition in his hand, suspected he might be an Assassinate, and with his staff (once Cxar
Juans ) not unlike a dart, intending to push the fellow away, he struck him to the heart, and
he died. The Nobility rid up to the coach, and searching what arms the man had, found
nothing but a wooden spoon, and a petition for three years Arrears, Whereupon the Czar
smote his Breast, saying, I have kill'd an innocent person, but Peter Solticove is guilty of his
blood, whom God forgive; and immediatly sending for him, after a severe check, he turn'd
him out of his place, banished him from the Court, and appointed Nashockin that great
Minister of State to take his Office, and examine and find out the misdemeanours thereof.
This hapned in June last, and this action was but whispered, and that too with too much
peril of a mans tongue.

In the night season the Czar will go about and visit his Chancellors Desks, and see what
Decrees are pass'd, and what Petitions are unanswer'd. He has his spyes in every corner, and
nothing is done or said at any Feast, publick Meeting, Burial or Weding but he knows it. He
has spyes also attending his Armies to watch their motions, and give a true account of their
actions: These spyes are Gentlement of small fortunes who depend on the Emperours favour
and are sent into Armies, and along with Embassadors, and are present on all publick
occasions.

"Tis death for any one to reveal what is spoken in the Czars Pallace. I being curious to see
the fine buildings for the Flax and Hemp, ask't to what end they were built, but not a
Workman durst tell me, though they know it well enough; but they replied, God and the
Emperour know best, this was all I could get from them. The Czars children are attended
with children of their own bred up with them, and there is none of them but know their
distance, and their degrees of bowing to all sorts of persons. None dare speak a word what
passes in their Court.

NOTES

1. Strelsies. Musketeers. From the Russian Streliat’, meaning to shoot. The modern
transliteration is Streltsy.

2. Versts. An old Russian unit of measurement. One verst = .66 miles.
3. Cabacks. Taverns. Standard translateration is Kabak.

4. Obrasausky. Collins is referring to the estate known as Preobrazhensky which is
located on the outskirts of Moscow.
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5. Nashockin. Afanasy Ordin-Nashchokin. One of the Aleksei Mikhailovich's key

assistants during the latter part of his reign.

Excepted from Samuel Collins, On the Present State of Russia, (London, 1671) On-line
edition edited by Marshall Poe. Used with permission of the editor.
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ABSTRACT

Czarist Russia in the Reign of Peter the Great

Although the testament of Peter the Great 1682-1725 is undoubtedly a
falsefied document, it indicates the outset of an Asian policy. This policy
is set up by Peter and followed by his successors. At the same time, the
Russian orientation towards Asia is a part of a larger scheme. Aftermath
the demise of Peter's brother, Ivan, the Czar, Peter, intends to find out
external outlets to his country. The Czar realizes that his country is
underdeveloped when it is compared with European neighbours. There are
many reasons in this regard. Because of Russia position, it is deprived
from an open port to be an outlook on the world. This outlook would
provide a cultural and economic intermingle with other peoples. The only
one port of the country is Arechangle which is slopped from the Baltic
Sea. It is always frozen along the year. In addition, the strong countries of
the 18™ C. such as Sweden and the Ottoman Empire seperate between

Russia and the sea.

One of the Russian chroniclers exactly expresses the above fact.
He states that "the sea is adjacent but it is unaccessible". Peter's
insistence to be near the open seas is represented in that his political and
economic improvements resuscitate the state budget. At the beginning of
the 18" C., the amount of the Russian commercial exchange increases to
six million Robel. This provides better circumstances to develop the

external and domestic commerce. The authority does its best to increase




the exports and reinforces the protection of the national production
throughout imposing high customs. Peter the Great adopts Marcantilis
policy. This policy succeeds because it affects in the Russian political,

economic and social life, particularly of the high social classes.

Here, the Czar does not find any solution but to resort to power to
take over new lands to be adjacent to the open seas. This is not an easy
task. For the sake of reaching to the Baltic Sea, it is necessary for him to
possess the nearby lands which are under the power of strong Sweden.
The other important outlet is the Black Sea which is under the power of
the Ottoman Empire. This outlet is highly significant to the extent that
the Ottoman Sultan prefers the strangers' entrance to his bedroom rather

than their ships sail on his waters.

In the same policy, in spite of Peter's occupations, he does not
forget Iran and the Caspian Sea. The Czar wishes to connect the Caspian
Sea and the middle parts of Asia via a network of rivers and canals to
provide a possible connection with Iran and the Arab Gulf. This may be
regarded the start of the path to India the Czar wishes to connect
commercially via Iran. The former Russian attemps in this regard are

doomed to failure to set up such a connection.




