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(1) Shatt Al-Arab River and in the channel Basrah
October 1961’ pp. 6-7 (Ibid).
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FAO QADA, AGRICULTURTL GEOG

SUMMARY OF RESERCH

It is fairly a vast area if it is compared with other
Qada’s areas but the agriculturally cultivated area used
is a bout 70000 D. Because of its situation on the Shatt Al-
Arab there is hardly any difference in its cultivation.
Agriculture in this area concentrates on date nalms for the
natural & human conditions are quiet suitable for this
kind of crop and inspite of the noneristence of this diffe-
rence, it was easy to bring out such a study for the area
lacks a lot of study bases, census statistics are very meagre
and not prtcise, morever, most of which were out of date
and had been done through long perriods of time. This
area Fao Qada, has not been studied before and if there
had been something written about it, it was very general
and hadly been paid a greet attention.

The researches was able to conauer a lot of such obst-
acles by sdudying the area directly. The many visits that
have been done by the researcher resulted into a mass of
useful information contributtd by the farmers. Although
some of these were undevendable but they gave the resear-
cher quite a good picture of the place. A questionaire had
been done and is part of this research togther with some
cadastral maps. The latter divided the Qada,a into seven
Mukata’a (district — which is a small area measurement
used by the government. These mukata’at are also divided
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into smaller units. These maps were used as a foundation
to draw the geographical distribution for the different
phases of this Qada’a. These maps were all combined into
a big one at a scale of 1:5000 then 1:100.000 and at last into
1:78000 scale that is why it was very hard for some human
phenomena’ villages for example’ to appear on this map.

This study had been carried out through three stages;

1. Library work : Thise was the time of reading all that
was writter about the Qada’a and filling the useful

information resulting from the readings.

2. Field work : This is considered the sceintific backbone
of this study. This was done by attempting a general
survey of the Qada, by way of repeated visits and oral
questionaire done by the resercher who has a nersonal
acquaintance there. Thise was helped by the detailed
maps mentioned before. This work made it easy for
the researcher to compile a rare study of the Qada.a.

3. Compilation : This is joing the information and data.
resulted inform Library work with these of field one
and putting then into differently scaled mans accord-
ing to what the study needed then studying these maps
and charts in order to draw a final scope for the diffe-
rent kinds of land cultivation and their analysis backed
by what had been obtained of government field cencus
& statistics and general studies besides the sorces that
had treeted similar subjects and scientific thesis that
had a far or near relation or connection with such a
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place like Dr. Nasr Al Sayed Nasr,s thes submitted to
Liverpool University in 1953 under the title of Markaz

D R R L R R P S ST Y

and Mr. Mohamed Hilmi Ja'fa’r theses submitted to
Ain-Shams University in 1966 entitled.

Kelyoob Area, an agricultural geography and the theses
of Mr. Riad Ibrahim Sa,adi submitted to Ain-Shams Univer-
sity too in 1970 and was entitled Hibhih Nahia’ Diala Liwa’
a study of the Agricultural geography and land use.

The research as a whole consists of an introduction’
four chapters with numerous sections in addition to the
conclusion & appendix.

The inroduction treats the aim of choosing sues a plact’
like Fao Qada for such a study. It also treats the difficul-
ties the candrdrad stand faced in his work.

1. Part One
It deals with the natural factors, It is divided into four
chapters :

1. Chapter one : deals with Qada,s location and its import-
ance and boundaries development,

2. Chapter two : consists of a study of the relief of the
plae’ its formation and relation with other factors, the
irrigation and its effect on land cultivation and agri-

cultural production.

3. Chapter three : deals with climate condition in the area
and ,its relation with neighbouring places so its main
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point is a study of the effect of temperature’ humidity’
pressure and wind on agricultural production.

4. Chapter four : consists of a study of the soil’ its kinds
and distribution in the area then its effect on the
different kinds of agricultural crops there .

Part Two :

It deals with the human factors which efftcts the finds
of agricultural cultivation. It also cocentrates on man a
human factor which has its owe offect on the natural fac-
tor’ land. The study here deals with property types which
become the genera] factors for the sorts of agricultural in
this area. This part is divided into two chapters:

1. Chapter one : Is about land ownership and the develop-
ment of agriculture in Fao district and the decrease
& increase of agricutural production that accompanied
it.

2. Chapter two : deals with two kinds of agricultural cul-

tivation . The first is clearly shown in the reiat..a ...ad
between the farmars and landowners’ tii... ... _..id
of share that stands there and the divisivii v proauc-
tion. It also includes the government guw.aviice found
there (Agrarian Reform) and its effect cn agricuitur-
al production,
The second kind takes, the farmers (peasants) and farm
labourers’ especially those who come from outside the
area and their olassification according to sex’ age and
their relation with land agricultural production.
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Part Three :

This part deals with the intermingling of the human

& natural factors in irrigation’ drainage and the agricul-
g

toral tyves standing in that area and their cffect on each
other.

This part is divided into two chapters :

Chapter one : deals with irrigation system and the
relation of drainage with the surface. It also shows
that the common irrigation and drainage systems there
are carried out by canals, and that this method has
a relation with the Shatt Al-Arab and the tide an ebb
phenomtnas. This chapter also deals with the rivers
and brooks that come from the Shatt Al-Arab and the
gutters that from an irigational net in the agricul-
tural land. It also takes in consideration that a disre-
ardin to this net means a complete ignorance.ox agri-
cultural prouduction then its effects on people”results
in their immigration or quittal.

Chapter two : considers two aspects : The first is agri-
cultural operations; ploughing and its means’ drainage
and animal and chemical and howfar they were used
and their effect on agricultura] production it appeared
that animal is quite availiable in the area but area not
used. This had been shown clearly in this chapter.

The selond aspect is transportation and marketing
‘inside and outside the Qada. Dealing with transport-
ation and its means it appeared that wattrways’ mainly
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through Shatt Al-Arab are the chief onts. River trans-
port is cheaper than land transport especially when
production is in abundance.

In marketting’ dates sum to come at the tip of agricul-
tural products. The center of the liwa is the main market.
The center of the Qada has no importance in matters conce-
rning marketting,

Talking about river transport’ the researcher conclod-
ed the chapter by mentioning that dows and sailing boats
are commonly used in big rivers. Small wooden boats are
also used in trnaporting the agricutural products from
inside the fields to the big rivers through the small canals.
Cars and lorries are used mainly to carry the farmers, lab-
ourers and to bring the necessary daily ittms from the
center of the liwa.

Part Four :
This part concerns itself with a studf of land utiliza-
tion” which is of two kinds :
1. Land used in agricuture and this occupies 14% of the
whole land in this area. Thise land is used mainly for

date palms’ grapes and hinna while other products like
alfalfa & reeds.

While compiling suc¢ a study’ some points haae been
taken into consideration . These are :

1. Tht cencentration of production in this area first then
in all the liwa as a whole.
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2. The effect of each of the natural and human sources
on each crop regarding agricultural operation or qua-
litative difference.

3. The donum production according agricultural to the
nahia need and its effect on the average cost added to
each one,

This part is divided into two chapters:

1. Chapter one : is also divided into two sections :

a. Section I : deals with three crops at the top of
which come the date which is considered the main
crop in the area and which also occupies all the
agriculturally cultivated land. This section is also
concern with the different kinds of dates, their
planting’ production quantity in the country’ the
liwa then the Qada, and the factors effecting Date
palms plantation’ productions or exportation with
a proposed. It also deals with grapvines and
hinna.

b. Section II : deals with vegetable products, animal
wealth and animal fedder according to its impor-

tance and density in the area. Besides it studies
the importance of Shatt Al-Arab as an irrigation-
al source. main river trans port, fishing source or
goverment salt Factories.

Chapter two : deals with the non-cultivated land which
according to its importance and density in the area.

port’ fishing source or government salt factories.
ted by 86%’
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2% of which are left throughly for public like
houses’ iemetries’ mosques’ roads’ and rivers. The other
84% is the total of salty land.

The thesis is concluded with a final nart which includes
the results whiih have been output of the researcher,s
study this area. The conclusion also deals with the prob-
lems and tht difficulties of this Qada which is considered
a perfect example for the Qadas of Basrah and which is
also considered of great importance in agricultural economic
field. The resercher summarize these problams and the
future of this Qada in the following points:

1. The area’ being located on Shatt Al-Arab’ has a fertile
soil and plenty of water. We can make use of these
natural sources by having many different kinds of
crops so as to save the farmer from the agricultural
exisis which he faces frequently and which result from
lack of production or unstabillity of prices.

3. As long as the area depends on canals that come from
Shatt Al-Arab as a system of irrigation’ then it is
necssary to look after these canal often and have them
cleaned continually so as to have good drainage’ other-
wise these area might become salty as it is the condi-
tion in other places.

4. It is necessary to take care of date palms plantation
as long as the dates are the chief output of the area

and not to leave it up to what the landwners or broa-
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kers who nearly destroyed its popularity inside or
outside the country.

Shatt Al-Arab river lays out great quantities of drags
on both sides that make these very fertile areas. It can
be revived each decade and plantition there should be

encouraged and have it cultivated with different
Crops.

Fao is a very good area for the production of pure
table salt’ which is peerless unparalleled in the eountry’
with veny little cost. It is quite preferable to increase
it employing the latest scientific methods and finling
suitable markets for it.

Hinna is an important agricultural product for produ-
cing lours & paints. Its cultivation needs no efforts’
also it occupies only the land under palms. The farmers
have to be encouraged to use these small area to grow
this crop.

From a study of Shatt Al-Arab it appeared that it is
a great source of piscatorid wealth. It is imporatant
to look after such a wealth and use it for the benefit
of the people and have a fishery industry established.

Fao,s economical importance cannot be denied. It_s being
a seaporty plays a great part in the exportation of oil

of southern Iraq. That is why it is very necessary to
develop this Qada educationally and hygenically’ have
its building reconstructed and connect it with the cen-
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tre of the liwa with a good lot 'of roads for there are
no good roads there now.

10. Another thing came out while this study was under
way’ which is the increasing farmers immigration from
the Qada. This of course will sesult in a complete neg-
lect of agricultural’ then a great decrease in produc-
tion. It is necessary to find a good solution for this
problem by putting an end to fuedalism and have a

guidance campaign to farmers.

In conclusion I would likc to thank all those Farmets’
Professors, Government officials who participated directly
or indirectly in helping me complite this study.

Many thanks’ to Dr. N.S.N. who kindly supervised my
work.

o1 Wish also to thank in advance’ the Examining Board
for their help and indispensible advice.
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