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Details of kant’s life originate principally from the reminiscences
of several of his friends - Ludwig Borowski, Reinhold jachmann,
F.T.Rink and Pastor E.A.C. wasianski . Many of these details were
collated later in the 19th century by the English Romantic writer
Thomas de Quincy in his fascinating portrayal of Kant in his old age
as a Lear - like figure("The last Days of Immanuel kant”, in The
works of Thomas de Quincey, A.&C. Black, 16 vols., Edinburgh
1862 - 83, vol. 4, available in specialist libraries only ) . Most books
on Kant's life incorporate studies of his philosophy. Ernst Cassirer’s
Kant’s life and Thought(tr. james Haden, yale University Press, Lon-
don & New Haven, Conn. 1981) was a path- finding book in its time
(originally published 1918). Arsenij Gulyga’s immanuel Kant:His
life and Thought (r.Marijan Despalatovic, Birkhauser inc.,Boston,
Mass. 1987) is a mose recent overview of kant’s life and work, An-
thony Storr’s book, Solitude (Fontana, London 1989)contains an in-
triguing section on the psychological motivations of Kant's writing.

hils wlag.

The heart of Kant's philosophy lies in the three Critiques. The
most [requently consulted translations in English of the Critique of
Pure Reason and the Crilique of Practical Reason are by Norman
Kemp Smith (Macmillan, London 1978; a different edition edited by
Norman Kemp Smith is published by St Martin’s Press, New York
1969) and Lewis white Beck (Maxwell Macmillan international, Ox-~
ford 1993 & Macmillan , New york 1993) respectively. james Creed
Meredith’s translation of the Critique of judgement is widely used
(Oxlord University Press, Oxford & New york 1973), although a
very good translation by Werner S. Pluhar has recently appeared
(Hackett Publishing Company, indianapolis 1987). This book also
contains a useful introduction by Pluhar to Kant’s critical phi-
losophy.

Kant’s writing is notoriously dense and complex. albeit en-
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grossing. Readers may be pleased to know that Kant issued two
shorter versions of the first two critiques.Prolegomena To Any Fu-
ture Metaphysics That Will be Able to Come Forward as Science
(ed. P. Carus, tr. J.W. Ellington, Hackett Publishing Company, in-
dianapolis 1996)was published shortly after the Critique of Pure Rea-
son in 1783; it provides a useful overview of the first Critique whilst
asking how it is possible for science to establish the conditions of its
own possibilty. Groundwork of the Metaphysics of morals(tr. H.J.
Paton. Routledge, London & New York.1995) was published in178S5,
three years before the second Critique and offers an initial sketch of
Kant’s main themes in his critical practical philosophy, including an
outline of the concepts of duty, free will and the categorical imper-
ative.

A complete edition of Kant’s collected writings does not exist yet
i English | although Cambridge University Press is at present en-
gaged in cimpleting such an edition (Cambridge Edition of the
Works of immanuel Kant), and may of Kant’s works, including
many of his pre -critical wrilings, are already available through this
edition.

sl 39‘;‘5.‘ J.:»LL«
Many writings on kant tend to be complex and esoteric. However,

a few introductions to his thought have been published, such as R.
Scruton’s kant (Oxford University press, Oxford 1982). Histories of
western philosophy also always contain a section on kant (see for ex-
ample The Oxford llustrated History of Western Philosophy, ed. A.
Kenny. Oxford University press, Oxford & New York 1994)

Other important works on kant include G. Deleuze’s kant's Cril-
ical philosophy(tr. H. Tomlinson and B. Habberjam, Athlone Press,
London 1984) This is a short but dense book by a philosopher in his
own right which highlighs the sense of interaction between the three
Critiques . H. Caygill’s A kant Dictionary , Blackwell, Oxford &
Cambridge, Mass. 1995 is a highly comprehensive and helpful ge-
nealogy of kant’s philosophical concepts. for a revaluation of kant in
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terms of feminist thought, see L. Irigaray’s article, “Sexual Differ-
ence” (in French Feminist Thought: A Reader, ed. T. Moi , Black-
well, Oxford & Cambridge, Mass. 1993). The Blackwell Companion
to the Enlightenment (ed. J.W. yolton, Blackwell, Oxford & Cam-
bridge, Mass. 1995 ) is useful for providing a sense of the historical
and philosophical context to kant’s work.

Readers interested in further introductions to philosophy are ad-
viscd to consult other titles in the introducing series.
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